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History of 
The Detroit Lions 

 
September 24, 1934  “Football Giants beaten in Detroit” 

October 29, 1934 “Detroit defeats Cincinnati by 38-0” 

November 19, 1934 “Detroit crushes St. Louis by 40-7” 

December 16, 1935 “Detroit takes Pro Football Title for first time by conquering Giants” 

November 16, 1936 “Lions overwhelm Giants by 38-0” 

November 27, 1936 “Bears lose to Lions, 13 to 7” 

November 22, 1937 “Lions score, 16-7, to tie for second” 

December 14, 1937 “Top place in eight phases of play in League gained by Detroit Lions” 

September 10, 1938  “Detroit’s eleven downs Pittsburgh” 

September 11, 1939 “Detroit Lions beat Card eleven, 21-13” 

October 2, 1939 “Lions turn back Cardinals by 17-3” 

January 17, 1940 “Detroit Lions sold in a $200,000 deal” 

October 6, 1940 “Lions overwhelm Cardinals by 43-14” 

September 20, 1943 “Detroit downs Chicago Cards in Football League opener” 

November 6, 1944 “Lions overwhelm Car-Pitts, 27 to 6” 

November 3, 1947 “Le Force and Zimmerman star as Detroit smothers Giants in aerial battle” 

October 24, 1949 “Lions’ late surge downs Cards, 24-7” 

September 18, 1950 “Lion passes rout Green Bay by 45-7” 

November 24, 1950 “30,206 see pro Lions wallop Yanks in Briggs Stadium” 

December 4, 1950 “Detroit conquers Baltimore, 45 to 21” 
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October 4, 1952  “42,743 see Lions top Rams by 17-14” 

December 14, 1952 “Lions rout Texans. Clinch at least tie for Western Title” 

December 22, 1952 “Lions vanquish Rams and gain right to meet Browns for Pro Football Title” 

December 29, 1952 “Lions win Pro Football Title by beating Browns in hard game at Cleveland” 

September 28, 1953 “Lion aerials beat Steelers, 38 to 21” 

November 27, 1953 “Lions turn back Packers, 34-15, with help of a 97-yard pass play”  

December 14, 1953 “Lions defeat Giants and win Western Division Title” 

December 28, 1953 “Lions defeat Browns again for second straight Pro Football Championship” 

September 27, 1954 “52,343 see Lions whip Bears, 48-23” 

October 17, 1954 “Lion passes beat Colt eleven, 35-0”  

November 15, 1954 “Lions crush Forty-Niners, 48-7, before record 58, 431 at Detroit” 

November 26, 1954 “Lions set back Packers as Layne reaches 101 mark in touchdown passes” 

December 6, 1954 “Lions tie Eagles to take Division honors” 

October 29, 1956 “Lions trim Rams for 5th straight” 

December 3, 1956 “Lions trounce Bears by 42-10 and lead in Western Division” 

December 17, 1956 “Bears win Western Title by beating Lions in rough Football game” 

October 7, 1957 “Lions vanquish Packers, 24-14, as fisticuffs mar last period” 

November 29, 1957 “Lions rally to crush Packer eleven and keep Division Title hopes alive” 

December 23, 1957 “Lions beat Forty-Niners in Football Play-off for Western laurels” 

December 30, 1957 “Lions capture Pro Football Title, sending Browns to their worst defeat” 

November 7, 1960 “Lions overpower 49ers by 24 to 0” 

December 5, 1960 “Colts lose to Lions; last-second play decides, 20 to 15”  

December 19, 1960 “Bears defeated at Detroit, 36-0” 

December 11, 1961 “Lion field goals beat Vikings, 13-7” 

January 7, 1962 “Lions overwhelm Eagles in upset at Miami, 38 to 10” 

September 8, 1963 “17 are inducted at dedication ceremonies of Pro Football Hall of Fame” 

November 23, 1963 “Ford buys Lions in $6 Million deal” 
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November 29, 1963 “Lions tie Packers, 13 to 13” 

December 9, 1963 “Alert Lions halt Cleveland, 38-10” 

October 19, 1964 “Lions send Bears to 4th loss, 10-0” 

December 11, 1967 “Lions overpower Giants, 30-7” 

September 23, 1968 “Lions triumph, 42-0; intercept 8 passes” 

September 30, 1968 “Lions overcome 10-0 deficit and hand Packers second loss in row, 23-17” 

September 13, 1969 “Lions top Saints for 5th in row” 

September 29, 1969 “Lions defeat Giants, 24-0” 

December 15, 1969 “Lions triumph, 28-0 over Rams” 

September 21, 1970 “Lions turn back Packers, 40 to 0” 

September 28, 1970 “Lions rout Bengals, 38-3” 

December 7, 1970 “Five fumbles aid 16-3 Lion victory over Cards” 

December 15, 1970 “Lions beat Rams, 28-23, and keep chance alive for 2d-place Playoff spot” 

December 20, 1971 “49ers subdue Lions, 31-27, and take N.F.C West Title” 

September 18, 1972 “Lions subdue Giants, 30-16” 

November 24, 1972         “Lions 37-20 victors over Jets” 

October 15, 1974 “Lions beat 49ers for first victory” 

December 10, 1978 “Lions rout Vikings, 45-14” 

November 17, 1981 “12 men on field for Lions’ winning kick” 

November 8, 1983 “Giants defeated by Lions, 15-9” 

November 25, 1983 “Lions rout the Steelers, 45-3” 

January 1, 1984              “49ers defeat Lions, 24-23” 

November 29, 1985 “O’Brien is sacked seven times as Lions upset Jets” 

August 3, 1986 “5 inducted into Hall of Fame” 

November 24, 1989 “Lions shock Browns on Sanders’s 145 yards” 

November 23, 1990         “Lions romp by Broncos” 

November 25, 1991 “Lions 34, Vikings 14” 
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January 6, 1992  “It’s a runaway for Lions on their passing game” 

January 13, 1992  “Lions tip their helmets to Redskins” 

December 27, 1993  “Without some stars, the Lions still shine brightly” 

October 31, 1994 “Lions 28, Giants 25; Even with the extra time, 5th straight defeat for Giants” 

November 25, 1994 “Little switch pays a big dividend for Lions” 

December 18, 1994 “Sanders runs over the Vikings” 

November 24, 1995 “Lions and Vikings eat up yardage; One savors it more” 

December 5, 1995 “Lions keep their Playoff hopes alive” 

October 13, 1997 “Lions 27, Buccaneers 9” 

October 19, 1997 “A long dash into history; Instead of running down, Sanders is still outrunning his 
 pursuers” 

November 28, 1997 “167 for Sanders. Oh, My!” 

December 22, 1997 “Jets’ jarring wrap-up; Jets 10, Lions 13” 

December 27, 1997 “Lions’ Sanders honored” 

November 27, 1998 “Heads? Tails? Referee chooses, then Steelers lose” 

November 26, 1999 “After a two-week slide, Lions find a way to win” 

September 11, 2000 “Lions, the lesser lights, stop the Redskins’ stars” 

November 24, 2000 “Detroit beats New England behind Batch”   

December 18, 2000 “Playoffs in sight, Jets leave with a blank stare” 

August 9, 2004 “Barry Sanders inducted into Hall of Fame” 

November 5, 2007 “With rout, Lions further expectations” 

September 28, 2009 “Lions end losing streak” 

February 7, 2010 “Dick LeBeau inducted into Hall of Fame”      

December 13, 2010 “Packers lose Rodgers, and maybe more, in Detroit; Lions 7, Packers 3” 

 

 

 




